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command in your army would not be expedient, could you not signify to the Secy, of War or the President your willingness that he be restored, so that he might resign, or be honorably discharged, as at the end of his three years? That he might be at liberty to re-enter the service of his country. He earnestly desires to participate in that service, till the re-belh'on is utterly officially crushed, and the Union restored. May I not hope that you will remove the only obstacle in the way of his doing so, and thus relieve my humiliation and sorrow, & his disgrace, which I consider worse than death.
After the expression of my admiration of your rare administrative ability at New Orleans, & in your present department, and hoping soon to hear of you as military Governor of Richmond, & "the jurisdiction thereunto belonging," and whatever you may do in my son's case, still avowing myself for the Union, & the war to maintain it, I leave the matter with you, merely adding, "as you are brave, be merciful." I feel sure you will do what you believe to be right. Very respectfully & fraternally, & in Christian "Knighthood,
Courteously yours, WM. R. FTNDLBT, M.D.
May I hope to hear from you at your earliest convenince?
WM. R. FINDLBT
P.S. Dr. McMurdy and the officers of St. John's Lodge, of Washington City, can vouch for my being a Mason.
This is the first time I have ever attempted to use my masonry to accomplish anything outside of itself. My deep, intense concern for my son's honor & reputation has led me to do so, not that I would ask you to do a wrong thing, but that you might grant me, as I said before, a patient, candid, & kindly hearing.
If you could see your way clear to employ Capt. Findley in some service, under your immediate observation, no matter how dangerous or responsible, I think you would find occasion to form a different opinion of him from that you have had. I would be greatly disappointed if you should not find him competent, efficient, faithful. Pardon this additional infliction, & believe me, truly &c. WM. R. F.